[Treatment of injuries in the county of Ringkøbing. 4. Referral and transport of severe traffic accident traumas].
In Denmark, all cases of severe injuries are referred to the nearest hospital regardless of the size of the hospital and the county boundaries. In order to investigate whether this type of referral functions according to plan, the authors investigated referral of all traffic accidents in the County of Ringkøbing during the period 1 January 1983 to 31 December 1990. It was demonstrated that in only one out of 310 traffic accidents with fatal outcome, referral did not function according to plan and that the patient had been transported to a hospital which was not the nearest. It is thus concluded that referral now functions according to plan in its present form. In addition, the authors investigated whether there was any basis for establishing prehospital treatment of injuries in the country. It was found, however, that during a period of eight years (analysed on the basis of post mortem data) a maximum of 20 relevant patients would be involved annually and in whom the mortality might be reduced was concerned. Simultaneously, the average distance for transport to the nearest hospital was found to be only 12.9 km. There is thus no basis for employing massive resources for advanced prehospital service in the County of Ringkøbing. With an ambulance service staffed by doctors from the anaesthetic and intensive care units of the central hospitals it is possible to provide prehospital treatment in 70% of all severe traffic injuries in the County of Ringkøbing.